
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Infants & Toddlers

Barnyard Banter
Written and illustrated by Denise Fleming

Scan QR code for a video of

Barnyard Banter being read aloud

Cow

Pigs

Infants begin to explore the book's

physical properties or properties of

the storytelling prop. Watch for

explorations using their mouth and

holding items with both hands. 

0-12 months:

Mobile infants and young

toddlers act out the animal

sounds. Using props, they may

act out animals other than the

ones they hold. Watch for

attempts and not accuracy.  

13-24 months:

You can practice pausing after the

animal's name is said and watch

for children to finish the page by

adding the animal's sound. As you

read the book a few times, point

to the animal and have the older

toddler say the animal's name. 

25-36 months:

What is goose following? That is a

butterfly! 

What other sound can the frog

make? 

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading         
 foundational skills:

It's another noisy morning on the farm, and all of the animals are where they

should be - except Goose. And where is Goose? Explore Barnyard Banter to

see what animals will appear!  Use storytelling props to involve your children

in an interactive read aloud. 

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Kittens

Frogs

Do you see the cow? Show me.

What sound does the pig make? Let

me hear you. 

 

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing to
the word, acting out the word, and telling the children
more about the word.

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Goose

Butterfly

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Barnyard Banter
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

Place a paper butterfly where the children will be going next. I remember how

Goose was following the butterfly in our story Barnyard Banter. I think I saw it go

towards the playground. Let's find it!

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Play the song Old MacDonald Had a Farm and encourage children to sing

along and dance to the music.

Remember to highlight words that you emphasized from the text. 

Infants respond to sound in the environment. Watch for smiles and body

movements such as kicking their feet to the music. 

Mobile infants and young toddlers respond to and prefer specific sounds.

Watch for clapping and moving their body to the music. 

Older toddlers sing to the song and dance to the music. Watch for dancing

and for toddlers to initiate singing. 

Music supports phonological awareness and promotes active listening. 

As children are singing, listening, and moving to the music, notice the following:

Creative Arts

Continue to highlight words you pulled out of the text. I see you feeding the cow. The cow must be hungry.

Discuss what the animals need daily and where animals live. Where do animals live? Yes, on a farm like in our book

Barnyard Banter. I remember it was noisy on the farm. 

Infants begin to recognize that farm animals have similar needs as them. Animals eat and sleep as they do. 

Mobile infants and young toddlers begin to understand the needs of farm animals and imitate caring for animals

and plants with support and assistance. 

Older toddlers describe the characteristics of the farm animals. Older toddlers recognize that farm animals need

water and food.

Science can support the development of language skills. Farm animals provide opportunities for language-rich

environments. 

While discussing farm animals, notice the following:

Science

Scan QR code for a video of

Old MacDonald Had a Farm

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


