
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Infants & Toddlers

Curious

Yummy

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing to
the word, acting out the word, and telling the children
more about the word.

Can you see the yellow kitten on

the page? Could you show me?

How would you dance to the

music? Please show me.

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Can you taste the cookie? I can

almost smell the cookie.

Do you think Kitty is soft?

 

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading foundational
skills:

Smell  

See

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Be Curious! 
Written by Joy Cho               Illustrated by Angie Stalker

Scan QR code for a video of

Be Curious!  being read aloud

Infants make eye contact with

simple images on the pages as you

point them out. Older infants are

beginning to touch the pages.

0-12 months:

Mobile infants and young

toddlers demonstrate a growing

interest in exploring the flaps on

the pages or turning the pages.

13-24 months:

Older toddlers begin to

understand the connection

between the book and personal

experiences. Children can

respond to questions using two

or three words to form simple

sentences.

25-36 months:

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

The world is full of wonder-so much to touch, smell, taste, and see! Each day

is another chance for colorful curiosity. Be Curious! is all about knowing the

world around us. Infants and toddlers are very curious and love to explore

their environments. This board book also has flaps that add to the curiosity

behind the page. 

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Touch

Hear

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Be Curious! 
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

Discuss what Kitty loved to eat. I remember Kitty loved yummy cookies.

Discuss what the children are eating. How does your food taste? It smells yummy!

The educator touches their mouth when saying taste to identify the word's

meaning. 

Touch and gestures help to strengthen word understanding. 

Turn mealtime into a language opportunity.

Meal time

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Use a stuffed kitten or a puppet to demonstrate curiosity in the classroom. 

Emphasize the words highlighted from the story during the read-aloud.

Be in tune with all verbal and non-verbal communication from the children.

Infants visually track the stuffed kitten or puppet. 

Mobile infants and young toddlers move closer to you and use their five senses to

explore. 

Older toddlers use more expressive language as the educator talks. Listen as the

children make sounds like a kitten or talk about how the kitten is soft. 

Sensory awareness supports language development.

While the kitten or puppet is being curious, notice the following:

 

Science

Count the animals in the story and talk about being curious about the animals in the classroom. I am curious about how

many animals we have in our classroom. Let's see if we can count the animals in the room. 

Count the animals aloud while collecting the animals around the classroom.  I see one animal, two animals, three animals...

Infants show excitement when you bring the stuffed animals closer to them. 

Mobile infants and young toddlers watch as you count. They may imitate finger play. 

Older toddlers pretend to count items, although counting is out of sequence. Watch for attempts and not accuracy. 

Counting is a great way to build mathematical language. 

While you are counting, notice the following:

Math

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


