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In this lively alphabet rhyme, all the letters of the alphabet race each other up the

coconut tree. Will there be enough room? Oh, no—Chicka Chicka Boom! Boom!

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom
By Bill Martin Jr. & John Archambault with illustrations by Lois Ehlert

Book Highlight:

Asking questions while reading is a great way to support your child’s learning. Ask

questions that draw your child’s attention to details in the story, encourage your child to

make predictions, help your child understand new words, and support your child in

recognizing similarities and differences between the story and their life. Try these out to

get started! 

Questions to Ask While Reading

Birth - 3 Years Old 3 - 5 Years Old

Recommended Age Group: Preschool

Where are the coconuts? Point to them.

 

Can you say ‘chicka chicka boom boom’?

Let's practice!

 

Where is the coconut that’s falling? Show

me!

 

Where is your knee? Where is your toe?

Where is the letter (a, b, etc.)?

Do you think there will be enough room for

the next letter?

How do you think the letters are getting up

the tree?

Why do you think the letters fell out of the

tree?



Scan to see a video of

Chicka Chicka Boom

Boom being read in

English by Ray Charles.

Activities to Keep Children Engaged

Point to each letter as you say its name. Once your child is familiar with the letters

and the story, have them take over this job while you read together.

Make the story more interactive! Choose a movement or instrument to use each

time you say ‘chicka chicka’ and ‘boom boom.’ For example, each time you say

‘chicka chicka’ your child could clap their hands, and each time you say ‘boom

boom’ your child could tap a drum.

Use sticks, a small branch, or other materials you can easily find and work with your

child to make their own tree. You can use letter magnets, blocks, paper cutouts, or

any other letter materials you have to retell the story in a hands-on and fun way!

“The seeds of dreams are
often found in books and
the seeds you help plant
in your community can
grow across the world.”

~ Dolly Parton

If your child likes 

this book, try these next!

For additional resources about reading with your child visit tncrr.org and click on ‘Resources.’ 

Foster a love of reading through fun activities!

Scan to see a video of

Chicka Chicka Boom

Boom being read in

Spanish.

 Identify characters, settings, and 

events from a familiar story. 

 

Recognize familiar uppercase letters and

some of the most common lowercase

letters.

 

Recognize various text 

features.

Don't receive books from Dolly Parton's

Imagination Library? Scan the code to

sign up so your child will receive one

new book each month!

While you read, 

observe your child as they:

https://tnccrr.org/

