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Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for 

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for 

children to enjoy a good story.

For Preschool Ages

Drawn Together
Written by Minh Lê and Illustrated by Dan Santat

Scan QR code for a video of

Drawn Together being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, younger preschool 

children use language in various ways. Children ask 

questions, show imagination in verbal expressions, 

and tell a story's primary sequence following the 

pictures.

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older

preschool children describe the

relationship between the illustrations and

text in the story.  Children respond to

questions about unknown words in the

story. 

4-5 years:

What do you notice about the boy

when he arrives at grandpa's house?

How are the boy and his grandpa

alike, and how are they different?

Can you make a roaring sound?

Let me hear you. 

What do you think will happen next

time the boy visits his grandpa?

When a young boy visits his grandfather, their lack of a common language leads

to confusion, frustration, and silence. But as they sit down to draw together,

something magical happens—with a shared love of art and storytelling, the two

form a bond that goes beyond words. 

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Grandpa

Sketch

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading           
foundational skills:

https://www.amazon.com/Minh-L%25C3%25AA/e/B01GU5RXUI?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1643149900&sr=1-1
http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Drawn Together
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

When children are required to wait to transition, use Drawn Together for a picture

walk. Point to the character's facial expressions and body language. Discuss the

illustrations the characters are drawing in the story. Encourage the children to use

their imagination to describe what is happening in the drawings. 

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Encourage children to use Q-tips to paint a picture.

Q-tips help practice grasping small writing tools such as a pencil. 

Discuss the beautiful colors the child uses to create their world. 

Play soft music and encourage children to use their imagination!

Younger preschool children use hands with increasing control and precision. 

Older preschool children demonstrate better control of small muscle groups. 

Art activities strengthen the fine motor skills needed for writing.   

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Creative Arts

Encourage families to bring a picture from their home doing something together.

With support and guidance from the educator, children describe what is happening in the picture and who the people are. 

If children cannot bring a photo from home, have a child's photo available from a class activity.  

Guide with prompting questions to help the child's narration. Who is this person beside you? It looks like you are cooking 

together. 

Younger preschool children use language to tell familiar stories and make up stories. Children begin to understand family 

structures and recognize likenesses and differences in others. 

Older preschool children use language to describe what is happening in the story, including details. Children may need 

fewer prompting questions to guide their narration. 

Narrative skills help young children to strengthen oral language development.

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Social Studies

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


