
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Duck

Bike

Cow

Sheep

Pig

Chicken

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Preschool Ages

Duck on a Bike
Written and illustrated by David Shannon

Scan QR code for a video of Duck

on a Bike being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, 

younger preschool children use 

language for various purposes. 

Children may ask many questions 

about who, what, where, and why. 

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older preschool 

children answer questions about the text read 

aloud around the setting, characters, and 

events. Children connect the experiences in 

the book to personal experiences. 

4-5 years:

What is the setting for this story?

Where are the animals living?

Did Duck know how to ride a bike at

the beginning of the story?

What happened when all the

children went inside and left their

bikes outside?

Do you know how to ride a bike?

Do you ride like Duck?

One day down on the farm, Duck got a wild idea. "I bet I could ride a bike,"

he thought.  At first, he rode slowly and wobbled a lot, but it was fun! Duck

rode past Cow and waved to her. "Hello, Cow!" said Duck. "Moo," said Cow.

But what she thought was, "A duck on a bike? That's the silliest thing I've ever

seen!" Then, Duck rides past sheep, horse, and other barnyard animals.

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading          
foundational skills:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Duck on a Bike 
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

During transitions, encourage children to walk on their tiptoes to and from

areas. They may waddle like a duck, and that’s ok! Have fun! This activity

will help reinforce the physical movement activity.

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Balance is needed to ride a bike like Duck.

Incorporate positional words such as over, under, behind, in front of as 

children move.

Balancing Activities:

Tight rope walking: place a piece of tape on the floor or ground and 

practice walking on it like a balance beam. 

Obstacle course: create an obstacle course where children need to 

step over and under items to complete.

Hopscotch: Draw a hopscotch grid with numbered squares using tape or 

chalk. Children jump along with the squares, alternating one, then two 

feet. For an added challenge, children can jump backward or catch a 

ball in the air as they hop. 

Gross motor skills build strength and confidence in children. Balancing improves 

self-help skills like dressing, eating, and toileting. 

Physical Movement

Remind children of Duck and his friends living on a farm. I remember that Duck lived on a farm. 

Discuss with children about a farm and who works on the farm. Can you think of who works on a farm?  What do we call 

them?

Discuss farming as a job and different jobs people have. What is a job?  Tell me more about that.

Connect the discussion of a job to jobs at school. What are some jobs we have at school? What is your favorite job to have?

The discussion would be a great time to update classroom jobs or add classroom jobs. 

Invite a guest speaker from a local farm to enrich the activity. 

Teacher-directed discussion. Remember to ask a variety of questions for different learners when guiding the discussion.

Social Studies

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


