
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Rainbow

Treasure

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Preschool Ages

From My Window
Written by Otávio Júnior       Illustrated by Vanina Starkoff

Scan QR code for a video of From

My Window being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, younger 

preschool children produce clearer speech 

for most adults to understand while 

answering questions and asking questions. 

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older preschool 

children participate in collaborative 

conversations while demonstrating 

conversational interactions such as taking turns, 

listening, and answering questions.

4-5 years:

What do you notice about all of the

different windows?

Have you ever seen fireflies flashing at

night?  Tell me about it. 

How do you get to the end of a

rainbow?

What is your favorite game to play at

school?

What do you see from your window? From My Window picture book from Brazil

offers a first-hand view of what children growing up in the favelas of Rio de

Janeiro see every day. This book is a vibrant and diverse celebration of urban

community living, brought to life by unique, colorful illustrations that juxtapose

brick buildings with lush jungle plants.

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Window

Bring the sea

Fireflies

Roof

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading 
foundational skills:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate From My Window
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

When children are required to wait, play the telephone game! Start the game by 

giving a child a phrase and asking them to pass it down the line. At the end of the 

line, the child says the word or phrase out loud to hear how much it has changed. 

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

At the end of my rainbow....

Encourage children to draw, color, or paint a rainbow. 

Encourage children to cut a shape or picture out and glue it to the end of their rainbow.  

Younger preschool children begin to work more independently and add more detail to drawings.  

Older preschool children experiment with various art materials while expressing themselves.  Children demonstrate

increasing control and intent with art materials and tools. 

Creative Arts help a child build imagination while strengthening fine motor skills needed for writing. 

As children participate in this activity, notice the following:

Math

Encourage children to draw a window using a shape different than a square. 

Encourage children to decorate their windows and cut out their windows. 

Encourage children to describe their window to the class. They can tell about 

their window and point out details that make it unique. Sam, I notice your 

window is shaped like a triangle!

Younger preschool children easily grasp writing tools such as crayons, markers, 

or paintbrushes. With supervision, children experiment with safety scissors.  

Older preschool children may correctly identify two-dimensional shapes while

demonstrating increasing strength, control, and dexterity of small muscles in 

their hands while cutting and decorating. Children use their drawings to tell a 

story. With prompting and support, children answer questions about their 

window and story.

Knowing different shapes can help children recognize the shapes of numbers. 

As children are drawing and talking about their windows, notice the following:

Creative Arts

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


