
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Infants & Toddlers

Little Happy Dreamer
Written and illustrated by Peter H. Reynolds

Scan QR code for a video of Little

Happy Dreamer being read aloud

Dream

Hear

 Infants focus their eyes on the

pictures in the book. The bird is an

excellent image to point out as the

bird pops up on several pages. 

0-12 months:

Mobile infants and young

toddlers show an increased

interest in exploring the books.

They turn the pages better and

turn the book to see the pictures

right side up. 

13-24 months:

Older toddlers begin to

understand the connection

between the book and their life.

Discuss how people dream at night

and what it means to daydream. 

25-36 months:

Look at the clouds in the sky; what

do you see?

What is your favorite thing to do?

 

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading foundational
skills:

An inspirational celebration of little happy dreamers everywhere that is

perfect for the youngest readers.  Use this board book with young children to

remind them of how much their dreams matter. Each child is different, and

this book provides an opportunity for you to show that you see each child in

your classroom as an individual! 

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Look at our friend on the book's

cover; does it look like he is

sleeping? 

Can you shout Hello, World!?

Let me hear you.

Inside

Clouds

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing to
the word, acting out the word, and telling the children
more about the word.

Sky

Happy

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Little Happy Dreamer
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

Provide a language-rich environment when preparing for nap time.  You look

sleepy.  You are rubbing your eyes.  Let's take a nap and have sweet dreams. 

Routine

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

With support and supervision, toddlers can practice holding art tools on plain

paper.  I see you holding the crayon.  Look how strong your hand is getting! 

Older infants show interest in art tools. They are reaching for a crayon,

mouthing a crayon, and putting a crayon on paper to make a few random

marks.

 Mobile infants and young toddlers use crayons to scribble on paper. Watch

for increased control over crayons and the ability to make more determined

marks. 

Older toddlers are scribbling and painting. Watch for children to use various

art materials and begin holding crayons and markers with several different

kinds of grasps. 

Art is a great way to strengthen small muscle groups needed for pre-writing skills. 

While children are using the art materials, notice the following:

Creative Arts

Take Little Happy Dreamer outside and practice watching the clouds like the character in the book. 

While outside, talk about the clouds in the sky. Ask questions about what shapes or things they can find in the clouds. I

think I see a pony in the sky.  

Infants are looking at the educator and looking at the sky. Watch for body movements such as grabbing or kicking to

indicate they see something. This non-verbal communication tells you that the infant wants to know more about that

shape in the sky.

Mobile infants and young toddlers being active. Continue to talk about the shapes to draw their attention back to the

sky. 

Older toddlers use two or three words to form simple sentences describing the clouds and their environment.

Real-life experiences help children build vocabulary and comprehension. Take literacy outside with cloud watching.

While cloud watching, notice the following:

Science

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


