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Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Preschool Ages

Pete the Cat Rocking in My School Shoes
Written by Eric Litwin      Illustrated by James Dean

Scan QR code for a video of Pete

the Cat Rocking in My School

Shoes being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support,

younger preschool children use

language for various purposes.

Children ask questions and put

sentences together to participate in

meaningful, two-way conversations.   

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older preschool 

children answer questions about the text read 

aloud around the setting, characters, and 

events. Children demonstrate an 

understanding of who the character is and 

how a character is telling the story. 

4-5 years:

Where is Pete the Cat going at the

beginning of the story?

 Where does Pete the Cat go to look

at the books on every wall?

Is Pete nervous about going to

school? 

How do you know Pete the Cat is

not nervous about going to school?

It's Pete the Cat's first day of school! He's wearing his totally awesome school 

shoes, which take him all over the school. From the library to the playground, 

Pete encounters one new place after another. He knows he has nothing to 

worry about because he's ready for anything in his special school shoes!

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading 
foundational skills:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Pete the Cat Rocking in My School 
Shoes into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

Practice being in the Lunchroom with Pete the Cat! During lunchtime, focus on 

helping children be independent using silverware, opening containers, etc. Bring 

in trays and milk cartons for children to practice going through the line. *Consider 

cultural differences around feeding when supporting and guiding the children.

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Help children practice being ready to rock in their school shoes! 

Learning to tie shoes is essential in developing self-care skills and improving 

fine motor skills needed for writing. 

When teaching children to tie shoelaces, use different color pipe cleaners 

instead of laces. Using two different colors will help distinguish between the 

two laces. Pipe cleaners hold their shape better.

Younger preschool children untie shoes with increasing control.

Older preschool children demonstrate improving eye-hand coordination and 

control needed to tie shoes. 

Fine motor skills build strength in small muscle groups needed for pre-writing skills.

When guiding children, use positional words under, over, around, etc.  

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Physical Movement

Review 5-10 different shapes.

Search for shapes with children inside or outside the classroom. Look for objects that match the different shapes.   

When supporting children, use phrases such as put it beside, put it under, place on top of, place below, between, etc. 

Younger preschool children respond to Put it beside or Put it under when directed by the educator. 

Older preschool children begin to use positional words above, below, beside, and between. Older preschool children 

show growing independence in describing objects in their environment using the names of shapes. 

Shape Scavenger Hunt

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Math

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


