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Malika is delighted when Nana surprises her with a beautiful new pair of red shoes! And

with a click-clack-click and a swish, swish, swish, Malika wears her wonderful new shoes

everywhere she goes. But one day, the shoes begin to pinch Malika's toes. Soon Malika

and Nana are off to the Rare Finds Resale Shop, where the shoes can be resold -- so

somebody else can enjoy them! Who will be the next to wear the red shoes?

Red Shoes
By Karen English with illustrations by Ebony Glenn

Book Highlight:

Asking questions while reading is a great way to support your child’s learning. Ask

questions that draw your child’s attention to details in the story, encourage your child to

make predictions, help your child understand new words, and support your child in

recognizing similarities and differences between the story and their life. Try these out to

get started! 

Questions to Ask While Reading

Birth - 3 Years Old 3 - 5 Years Old

Recommended Age Group: Preschool

Which shoes in the shop window would you

choose?

 

Where are the red shoes? Show me!

 

How do you put your shoes on? Let's

practice.

 

How can you tell when your shoes are too

small?

What do you think Nana’s ‘secret smile’

means?

Tell me about a time you and a friend had

a fight like Malika and Keisha. How did you

move past it?

Now that Malika has taken her shoes to the

resale shop, what do you think will happen

to them?



Malika’s shoes go click-clack as she walks through her home. Take turns trying on

shoes with your child to find out what noises they make! Can your child describe the

noise? Is it a click-clack, squelch, or something else?

Inna Ziya takes the red shoes to Ghana, but where is Ghana? Scan the 

Malika and Amina both receive the red shoes as a special gift from someone who

cares about them. Ask your child to think about someone they care about and

would like to create a special gift for. They could draw a picture, make something

using craft materials, cook a special treat, or choose something they already have

to pass on.

Amina and her family are celebrating Ramadan, an Islamic holiday focusing on

fasting, prayer, reflection, and spending time with family and loved ones. Are there

holidays your family celebrates that focus on these ideas? Talk with your child

about what you celebrate and why.

     QR code to see photos and learn a little bit about Ghana.

“The seeds of dreams are
often found in books and
the seeds you help plant
in your community can
grow across the world.”

~ Dolly Parton

If your child likes 

this book, try these next!

For additional resources about reading with your child visit tncrr.org and click on ‘Resources.’ 

Scan to see a video of

Red Shoes being read.

Activities to Keep Children Engaged

Foster a love of reading through fun activities!

Nestled: to settle or place 

snugly or comfortably

 

Fasted: to not eat any food 

for a period of time

 

Dazzling: bright, colorful, 

or impressive

Don't receive books from Dolly Parton's

Imagination Library? Scan the code to

sign up so your child will receive one

new book each month!

Vocabulary 

from the book:

https://tnccrr.org/

