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Every day Rita and Ralph meet to play beneath the apple tree. It's always fun and games -

- until one rotten day when a new game means someone ends up crying. Who knew it

could be so hard to say "I'm sorry?" Just when it seems nothing will ever be right again, a

surprising thing happens. The old friends try something new, that isn't new at all.

Something they've done a hundred times...

Rita & Ralph's Rotten Day
By Carmen Agra Deedy with illustrations by Pete Oswald

Book Highlight:

Asking questions while reading is a great way to support your child’s learning. Ask

questions that draw your child’s attention to details in the story, encourage your child to

make predictions, help your child understand new words, and support your child in

recognizing similarities and differences between the story and their life. Try these out to

get started! 

Questions to Ask While Reading

Birth - 3 Years Old 3 - 5 Years Old

Recommended Age Group: Preschool

Which one do you think is Rita/Ralph?

 

Can you find the apple tree? Show me!

 

Can you high-five? Show me!

 

What is on Rita’s head? Why?

Why do you think Ralph threw the stone?

Did he want to hurt Rita?

Have you ever hurt someone? How did you

feel?

What do you think Rita and Ralph could do

fix their friendship?



As you read, have your child follow along with their finger on the ‘down the hill, and

up the hill’ parts of the story. They can follow the lines showing the character’s path

or the lines of text as they curve up and down.

When you reach the page pictured to the right, start a 

Rita and Ralph have several games they like to play together. Work with your child

to think about the games you like to play together. On a piece of paper, write the

name of each game and draw a picture to go along with it. Use this when your

child needs help thinking of something to play. 

     conversation with your child about the different reasons 

     Ralph and Rita were both mad and sad. What ideas does 

     your child have about how they could be feeling two things 

     at once?

“The seeds of dreams are
often found in books and
the seeds you help plant
in your community can
grow across the world.”

~ Dolly Parton

If your child likes 

this book, try these next!

For additional resources about reading with your child visit tncrr.org and click on ‘Resources.’ 

Scan to see a video of

Rita & Ralph's Rotten

Day being read.

Activities to Keep Children Engaged

Foster a love of reading through fun activities!

Compare and contrast the experiences

of characters in a story to personal

experience or to the experiences of

characters in another familiar story.

 

Identify characters, settings, and 

events from a familiar 

story. 

Don't receive books from Dolly Parton's

Imagination Library? Scan the code to

sign up so your child will receive one

new book each month!

While you read, 

observe your child as they:

https://tnccrr.org/

