
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Infants & Toddlers

Scan QR code for a video of

Row, Row, Row Your Boat

being read aloud

Boat

Row

Infants make eye contact with

images on the pages as you point

them out. Infants watch as the

pages are turned.

0-12 months:

Mobile infants and young

toddlers want to explore the

book. Children turn pages well,

turn the book, and tilt their heads

to see the pictures. 

13-24 months:

Older toddlers begin to

understand the connection

between the story and a personal

experience.  Children may talk

about being in a boat or bring

similar books to you to read.  

25-36 months:

There is a mommy dog? What do we do?

Yes, we can't forget to bark!

The puppy is getting sleepy. How can we

tell?

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading foundational
skills:

Uncover one delightful animal surprise after another. In this vibrantly painted

rain forest, the reader can squeak, bark, and chatter along with a kitten and

puppy rowing their way down the stream. Sheet music with guitar chords,

along with the author's lively new verses, is included.

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Let me see you row your boat?

Let's do it together!

Let me hear you roar! Can you

point to the lion?

Roar

Dog

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing to
the word, acting out the word, and telling the children
more about the word.

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Row, Row, Row Your Boat
Written and illustrated by Jane Cabrera

Tiger

Doves

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Row, Row, Row Your Boat
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

During daily routines, sing the song Row, Row, Row Your Boat in an excited tone while

adding light touch and exaggerated facial expressions.  

Routine

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Complete a second read-aloud reminding children of the sounds of the animals.

Remind children of the phrase row, row, row your boat.

Have children "read" along by saying the phrase and the animal sounds                      

when prompted. 

Infants are trying to imitate the sounds and words through babbling. 

 Mobile infants and young toddlers make sounds intentionally to participate in               

the activity. 

Older toddlers produce speech that is getting increasingly clear. Speech is increasingly 

understandable but may be more apparent to the educator over other adults. 

An interactive read-aloud is a fun way of engaging children while promoting language.

During the interactive read aloud, notice the following:

Language and Early Literacy

Have everyone get into their imaginary boat and pretend to row. 

Model getting into the boat, sitting down, and paddling side to side. 

Sing the song as the children are rowing down the stream. 

Infants are gaining control of their heads and bodies. With your support and supervision, infants are rowing during 

tummy time. 

Mobile infants and young toddlers are moving from place to place. Children are getting into and out of their boats. 

Children move to their friend's boats by crawling quickly or walking more than crawling. 

Older toddlers become more coordinated while moving and playing. Children are rowing from side to side. When 

moving to other friends' boats, children may jump with both feet. 

Row, row, row your boat in the classroom.

While children are paddling or rowing in their boats, notice the following:

Gross Motor Development

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


