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Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Preschool Ages

Sing, Don't Cry
Written and illustrated by Angela Dominguez

Scan QR code for a video of Sing,

Don't Cry being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support,

younger preschool children show

interest in books and what they

contain. Children may pretend to

read or make comments and ask

questions during a read-aloud. 

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older

preschool children identify the connection

between the story and personal

experiences. Children retell details of the

story and determine the meaning of

unknown words in the story. 

4-5 years:

Can you describe what happens

when Grandfather comes to visit?

What is a song you like to sing?  Tell

me. 

How do you think the little girl felt

when she got a new puppy?

Do you have any other ideas of

things to do when sad?

Once a year, Abuelo comes from Mexico to visit his family. He brings his guitar,

his music—and his memories. In this story, inspired by the life of Apolinar

Navarrete Diaz—author Angela Dominguez’s grandfather and a successful

mariachi musician—Abuelo and his grandchildren sing through the bad times and

the good. Lifting their voices and spirits, they realize that true happiness comes

from singing together.

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Grandfather

Abuelo

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading        
foundational skills:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Sing, Don't Cry
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

Teach a clapping pattern to use with children as they transition through the day or

when children are required to wait. 

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Play a traditional song from Mexico like El Jarabe Tapatio by Mariachi Vargas de 

Tecalitlan. 

Encourage children to listen to the music, move to the music, and clap to the music. 

Clapping helps children learn to break down sounds.

Incorporate simple instruments. 

Younger preschool children enjoy participating in group music activities and 

experimenting with musical instruments. 

Older preschool children begin to understand the rhythm of the music. 

When using musical instruments, children try to match the beat of the instrument to 

the song's beat. 

Music allows children to learn rhythm and tempo, which helps them read aloud. 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Music and Movement

Guide children in making a rhyme with the word sing. 

Show images of other words that rhyme with sing, such as ring, wing, king. 

Encourage children to practice saying the rhyme.  sing and ring        sing and wing        sing and king

Build children's confidence by using visual prompts and repeating the exact words. 

Younger preschool children show interest in participating in group activities and produce clear speech that most people 

understand. 

Older preschool children begin to recognize and discriminate between rhyming words in the spoken language. 

 Rhyming is a significant first step towards phonemic awareness, a pre-reading skill. 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Early Language and Literacy

Scan QR code for a video of

Mexico El Jarabe Tapatio

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


