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In this story inspired by the life of Apolinar Navarrete Diaz―author Angela Dominguez’s

grandfather and a successful mariachi musician―Abuelo and his grandchildren sing

through the bad times and the good. Lifting their voices and their spirits, they realize that

true happiness comes from singing together.

Sing, Don't Cry
By Angela Dominguez

Book Highlight:

Asking questions while reading is a great way to support your child’s learning. Ask

questions that draw your child’s attention to details in the story, encourage your child to

make predictions, help your child understand new words, and support your child in

recognizing similarities and differences between the story and their life. Try these out to

get started! 

Questions to Ask While Reading

Birth - 3 Years Old 3 - 5 Years Old

Recommended Age Group: Preschool

Who sings to you?

 

Is the guitar on this page? Show me!

 

How do you feel when you sing?

 

What’s your favorite song to sing?

What do you think ‘abuleo’ means? 

How do you feel when you sing?

What do you do when people are unkind to

you? Do you think singing could help you

feel better?



This book was inspired by a popular Mexican song called Cielito Lindo. 

Talk with your child about songs they like and how they feel when listening to those

songs. Work with your child to make a written list or playlist of songs they can listen

to when they feel sad.

Spend some time playing instruments! In the book abuelo plays a guitar, but you

and your child can play whatever instruments you have, or you can make some!

Simple instruments can be made by putting small objects in an empty bottle to

shake or using an upside-down pot as a drum. Have fun with it!

      The lyrics to this song are listed in the back of the book. Scan the QR 

      code to watch a performance of the song with a full orchestra!

“The seeds of dreams are
often found in books and
the seeds you help plant
in your community can
grow across the world.”

~ Dolly Parton

If your child likes 

this book, try these next!

For additional resources about reading with your child visit tncrr.org and click on ‘Resources.’ 

Scan to see a video of

Sing, Don't Cry being

read.

Activities to Keep Children Engaged

Foster a love of reading through fun activities!

Ask and answer questions about a story 

read aloud.

 

Compare and contrast the experiences of

characters in a story to personal experience

or to the experiences of characters in 

another familiar story.

 

Identify characters, settings, 

and events from a 

familiar story.  

Don't receive books from Dolly Parton's

Imagination Library? Scan the code to

sign up so your child will receive one

new book each month!

While you read, 

observe your child as they:

https://tnccrr.org/

