
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Meat Eater

Mountains

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Preschool Ages

Snow Leopards
Written by Jill Esbaum                     

Scan QR code for a video of

Snow Leopards being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, younger preschool 

children realize that print is read and conveys a 

message. Children are beginning to look at 

and comment about the print. 

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older

preschool children listen and respond to

informational texts of appropriate

complexity for pre-k. 

4-5 years:

Can you describe how a snow

leopard looks?

What does it look like to pounce? Can

you show me?

How are the snow leopards different

than the other special cats?

What does it mean to be a       

 meat-eater? 

The engaging Explore My World picture books invite kids to take their first

significant steps toward understanding the world around them. In Explore My

World Snow Leopards, curious kids will be excited to learn about rare and

beautiful snow leopards. Discover their habitat, how they've adapted for a cold

climate, and how they care for and teach their cubs.

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Den

Cubs

Purr

Pounce

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading           
foundational skills:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Show the map in the book.

Point out the map key to help children identify where the snow leopards live.  Point out where the children live. 

Guiding with questions, collaborate on a plan to travel from home to the snow leopards. Use directional terms and 

sequencing terms.  

Younger preschool children begin to understand the sequencing of steps. Encourage this skill by using first, second, then, 

next language when discussing the schedule for the day. 

Older preschool children demonstrate the concept of location and what a map represents.  Children use directions such 

as up, down, in front, and behind.  Introduce the idea of left, right, near, far, though children may not use this language 

until kindergarten. 

Journey to visit the snow leopards.

I'm wondering if we should go up or down first.  Ok, let's move down first.  Then should we move to the right or left? We 

could go to the left, but I wonder if it would be faster to go to the right? 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following: 

Incorporate Snow Leopards
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

As children move from one activity to the next, encourage children to purr or pounce

like a snow leopard! As children are moving, provide positive feedback. Here are some

phrases to use other than Good job!: Sensational! You are learning fast! Way to go! I

knew you could do it!

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 
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Younger preschool children begin to describe and identify the physical similarities

between animals. Children notice and describe characteristics between animals

and plants. 

Older preschool children identify common attributes of people, things, and

animals. Children describe characters and recognize the differences between

living and non-living materials. 

Encourage language development by discussing similarities and differences between

a snow leopard and other big cats. 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Life Science

Social Studies

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


