
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Bow Tie

Honey

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for 

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for 

children to enjoy a good story.

For Preschool Ages

The Best Kind of Bear
Written by Greg Gormley        Illustrated by David Barrow

Scan QR code for a video of The

Best Kind of Bear being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, younger 

preschool children listen with 

understanding to read aloud. Children 

demonstrate their knowledge through 

their actions and responses to directions 

and questions. 

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older preschool 

children respond to questions about the story. 

Children use language to compare the story to 

a personal experience. Children may share 

about their teddy bear or favorite stuffed 

animal. 

4-5 years:

Can you describe what happened when

Bear left Nelly at the beginning?

Tell me about Bear's time with Sun

Bear?

How do you know Nelly and Bear are

happy at the end of the story?

Do you want to tell us about a

favorite bear you have at home? 

Journey with Bear to meet a grizzly bear, a polar bear, a spectacled bear, and a

sun bear, only to discover he is genuinely Nelly's bear. The best kind of bear to

be! A simple question sends Bear on a quest to find out just what kind of bear he

is, only to find out he held the answer all along.

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Bear

Grizzly

Polar

Sun

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading 
foundational skills:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate The Best Kind of Bear
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

As you provided modeling, children crawl like a bear when moving from activity to activity. 

 Some children may want to walk like Nelly's Bear or run (slowly) like Sun Bear.

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Include the following items from the story in the pretend play area:

Grizzly bear, polar bear, spectacled bear, sun bear, honey pot, beehive, and a teddy bear with a bow tie, of course! 

Vet kit to care for the bears, food for the bears, and pillow/blanket for napping. 

Encourage cooperative play between several children. 

Younger preschool children use their imagination with increasing creativity. Children imitate and pretend to be different 

bears.

Older preschool children use more language as they participate in various roles. Children use the other items to care for 

the bears while expanding the storyline. Children may begin playing veterinarian with the bears. 

Dramatic play helps promote and develop oral language skills. 

As children play in the dramatic play area, notice the following:

Science

Discuss the similarities and differences of the different kinds of bears in the story. 

Grizzly Bear and Polar Bear are both bears, but Polar lives where it is cold and snowy. 

Include discussion around the five senses. Sun Bear loves to eat honey from a beehive!

Younger preschool children begin to describe the similarities between the different 

kinds of bears. Children may tell where they live and what they eat. 

Older preschool children describe similarities and some differences between the bears. 

Children may describe the similarities of the bears to people. Bears eat food like we 

eat food. 

Complete a picture walk of The Best Kind of Bear to show that not all bears are alike. A 

picture walk helps children begin to think chronologically and also allows children to 

organize stories into a beginning, middle, and end. 

As you talk about the book with children, notice the following:

Dramatic Play

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


