
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Infants & Toddlers

Scan QR code for a video of The

Carrot Seed being read aloud

Carrot

Seed

Infants make eye contact with

images on the pages as you point

them out. Infants watch the pages

being turned and your hand

motions describing sprinkle and

pulled.

0-12 months:

Mobile infants and young

toddlers show awareness of

familiar pictures in the story,

point to the image, and ask,

What's that? It may sound like,

What's dat?

13-24 months:

Older toddlers recognize familiar

phrases and may repeat the

phrase won't come up. Children

are demonstrating enjoyment in

contributing to reading the book. 

25-36 months:

Who told the little boy that his seed would

not come up?

Did the boy give up on his carrot seed?

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading foundational
skills:

Everyone is sure it won't grow, but a little boy remains confident in his carrot 

seed's potential. Watch as he carefully plants, tends to, and eventually 

harvests a carrot whose size is in direct proportion to his unshakable       

faith in it. 

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

What is the little boy trying to

grow?

How do you sprinkle water on

the ground?  Please show me.

Pulled

Sprinkled

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing to
the word, acting out the word, and telling the children
more about the word.

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

The Carrot Seed
Written by Ruth Krauss      Illustrated by Crockett Johnson

Weeds

Water

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate The Carrot Seed
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

When changing diapers, sprinkle pretend water on the child to help the child grow.

Older children can be sprinkled with water as they exit the bathroom. I know it's

working. Let's sprinkle you with water to help you grow! You get bigger every day!

Routine

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Add items to the area such as a plastic shovel, watering can, and push/pull tractor.

Include the book in the area.

Provide verbal prompts: Are you going to sprinkle the water on the seed? I think I see 

some weeds. What do we do with weeds to help the seed grow? 

Infants begin to act on their environment purposefully. Children are banging objects 

up and down. Children may push things off the shelf. 

Mobile infants and young toddlers use the environment during pretend play. Children 

are babbling to stuffed animals and watching others to see how toys work.

Older toddlers exhibit cooperative play. Children pretend to be farmers and ride on 

the push/pull tractor. 

Dramatic play creates opportunities for social skills and oral language to be strengthened. 

While completing activities, notice the following:

Dramatic Play and Movement

Have materials available for children to explore. As they explore, discuss the aspects of planting, watering, and growing. 

Suggested items for exploring could include water, sand/dirt, flowers, plant leaves, and a whole carrot, including the

carrot top/leaves. 

Infants show interest in the objects and people around them. Children are bringing items to their mouths. 

Mobile infants and young toddlers explore to understand and look at similarities and differences. Children are patting,

pushing, and grabbing for items. 

Older toddlers learn about items by exploring what they do and how to use them. Children demonstrate a basic

understanding of color, size, and items that look the same. 

Sensory activities help children explore, play, and create while developing sensory awareness. 

Providing support and supervision as children are exploring, notice the following:

Science

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


