
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Friends

Peeks

Dribble

Futbol

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Preschool Ages

The Field
Written by Baptiste Paul         Illustrated by Jacqueline Alcántara 

Scan QR code for a video of

The Field being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, younger 

preschool children show a growing 

awareness that print conveys a message. 

Children may ask questions about specific 

words in the book using who, what, why, 

and where. 

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older

preschool children identify the connection

between the story and personal

experiences. Children retell details of the

story and determine the meaning of

unknown words in the story. 

4-5 years:

What do you notice about what the

characters are playing?

Tell me about the children playing. 

 Do you think they are having fun?

What does it mean when the

author writes, Sun Peeks?

Was it hard for the children to stop

playing the soccer game?

"Vini! Come! The field calls!" cries a girl as she and her younger brother rouse

their community—family, friends, and the local fruit vendor—for a pickup soccer

(futbol) game. Boys and girls, young and old, players and spectators come

running—bearing balls, shoes, goals, and a love of the sport.

Inspired by the author's Saint Lucian roots, this picture book celebrates a

boisterous game of futbol. This children's book contains English and Creole. 

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

Goal

Field

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading        
foundational skills:

https://www.amazon.com/Jacqueline-Alc%C3%A1ntara/e/B07BKRR97X/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate The Field
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

Learn different ways to say let's go. Example: Vini (Creole) or             

vamanos (Spanish)

When it is time to transition to a new activity, provide a prompt to the 

children by saying, let's go in Creole or Spanish. 

Have fun learning new words. 

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Incorporate mud into sensory bins and use small ball-like objects for children to 

learn to flick with their index finger and thumb. Things could include small balls, 

marbles, pebbles. 

Set up bins like a soccer field-like area for finger futbol. 

Younger preschool children use hands with increasing control and precision. 

Older preschool children demonstrate eye-hand coordination, control, and 

precision with manipulating objects in the bins.  

Fine motor skills are needed to strengthen the finger and hand control required         

for writing. 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Sensory and Fine Motor Skills

Display different balls used in sports: soccer, football, and basketball. 

With various art materials, encourage children to paint or draw an image of the sports balls.  

When discussing the different sports balls, discuss the similarities and differences while using positional words. 

The football is between the soccer ball and basketball. The soccer ball is beside the basketball. 

Younger preschool children begin to develop the ability to work independently. Children start to establish a 

sense of order when using the art supplies. 

Older preschool children experiment with handheld art tools to develop small muscle groups' strength, control, 

and dexterity. When needed, children follow verbal prompts and ask for help with art materials.

Creative Arts help children strengthen fine motor skills and practice imagination and experimentation. 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Creative Arts

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


