
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Nervous

Campout

Inside

Outside

Brave

Scared

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for

children to enjoy a good story.

       For Preschool Ages

Tiny. T. Rex and the Very Dark Dark 
Written by Jonathan Stuzman       Illustrated by Jay Fleck

Scan QR code for a video of Red

Shoes being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, younger 

preschool children answer simple questions 

about the story plot. When answering 

questions, children's speech is becoming clear 

enough to be understood by most adults. 

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older

preschool children identify the main topic

and retell details from the story. Children

show an increased ability to identify the

story's characters, setting, and events. 

4-5 years:

Who are the characters in the book? 

What are Tiny T. Rex, Pointy, and Bob

doing in the story? Tell me.

Are they excited about having a

campout?

What do they use not to be scared

in the dark?

Tiny T. Rex and his friend Pointy have a campout in the backyard! It is what

best friends do. But without their nighty lights, the dark outside suddenly

looks pretty dark and very full of spooky things. Good thing Tiny has a super-

secret plan to keep the dark at bay!  This book shows that friends will always

find a way to face their fears together—even when those fears are not what

they seem!

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take

interactions to promote

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy

books when you enjoy them.

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading 
foundational skills:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Tiny T. Rex and the Very Dark Dark
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

Use a flashlight during transitions to illuminate the spaces where the children need to

go. Pretend it is very dark, and nighty light is necessary to help navigate the path!

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Brainstorm with the class on using materials in the classroom to build a fort. 

Discuss the pros and cons of the various options in the classroom. 

Have materials on hand that are within the child’s reach and out of the child’s reach.

Children can practice using language to ask for help. 

Provide support and supervision during the child-directed activity. 

Younger preschool children move with enough control to assist with building the

fort.

Older preschool children demonstrate increased hand-eye coordination. Children

use language to work together to plan a series of steps. 

Complete a picture walk of the book to talk about how Tiny T. Rex and Pointy built their

fort! 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Physical Development & Pretend Play

Tiny T. Rex and Pointy discuss being nervous and scared, but they are determined to be BRAVE! 

A teacher-directed puppet show creates opportunities for young children to feel safe talking about their feelings. 

Tiny T. Rex and Pointy puppets can show up when a child is feeling nervous or scared.

Tip: Puppets are magical when they are kept out of sight from young children when not in use. 

Emotional literacy is the process of children using language to describe feelings. Recognizing feelings will help children 

become more aware of verbal and non-verbal communication cues.  A puppet show is a great way to discuss feelings. 

Social Emotional Development

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


