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Award-winning illustrator Rafael López breathes new life to the famous spiritual with a

bilingual adaptation of He's Got the Whole World in His Hands that celebrates the life of

every young person in the world. The rhythmic verse and repetitive emphasis on "we" and

"our" advocate for inclusive communities and promote unity and friendship all around the

world.

We've Got the Whole World in Our Hands
By Rafael López

Book Highlight:

Asking questions while reading is a great way to support your child’s learning. Ask

questions that draw your child’s attention to details in the story, encourage your child to

make predictions, help your child understand new words, and support your child in

recognizing similarities and differences between the story and their life. Try these out to

get started! 

Questions to Ask While Reading

Birth - 3 Years Old 3 - 5 Years Old

Recommended Age Group: Preschool

Have you played in the rain before? How

did you feel?

 

Where is the yarn on this page? Show me!

 

What kind of animal is that?

 

Can you find a character who looks like

you?

 

Why do you think the people are smiling?

What do you think the child is doing with

the yarn?

Do any of the people in the book look like

your friends? Which ones?

What does it mean to have ‘the whole

world in our hands’?

How are the people in the story feeling?

Why might they be feeling that way?



As you read, talk to your child about how you are using the book; holding the book

upright, turning the pages, and looking at the illustrations. These are all pre-

reading skills you are helping your child build! Depending on your child's age and

development, you may encourage them to turn the pages and point out what they

see on each page.

Read the book in English and Spanish or use the video above for this. 

Search through the book with your child; can they find a character who looks like

them?

Each page is filled with people and animals. What noises do the animals make? If

your child is counting, you can work together to count how many people or animals

are on each page.

Sing the book! We’ve Got the Whole World in Our Hands is a song 

The book is full of interesting illustrations created with a combination of collage,

drawing, and painting. Work with your child to create their own picture using these

materials! 

     that has been adapted and sung by many over the years. Check out 

     this video to learn the tune.

“The seeds of dreams are
often found in books and
the seeds you help plant
in your community can
grow across the world.”

~ Dolly Parton

If your child likes 

this book, try these next!

For additional resources about reading with your child visit tncrr.org and click on ‘Resources.’ 

Scan to see a video of We've

Got the Whole World in Our

Hands being read in English

and Spanish.

Activities to Keep Children Engaged

Foster a love of reading through fun activities!

Reading tip!

As you read, run your

finger along the line of

text. This will help your

child make the connection

between written words 

and spoken words. 

Don't receive books from Dolly Parton's

Imagination Library? Scan the code to

sign up so your child will receive one

new book each month!

https://tnccrr.org/

