
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for 

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for 

children to enjoy a good story.

For Preschool Ages

We've Got the Whole World in Our Hands
Written and illustrated by Rafael López                  

Scan QR code for a video of

We've Got the Whole World in

Our Hands being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, younger preschool 

children listen with understanding and interest in the 

read-aloud. Children may ask questions related to 

the read-aloud using who, what, why, and where.

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older preschool 

children answer questions during the read-aloud 

specific to the text and make logical predictions 

based on text and pictures. 

4-5 years:

Look at all the animals.  Can you

help me name some of them?

Do you have any other ideas of what

we can hold in our hands?

Read and sing along as we celebrate the magic of unity. The rhythmic verse and

repetitive emphasis on "we" and "our" encourage inclusive communities and

celebrate unity and diverse friendships worldwide. As a bonus, the book includes

the sheet music for piano, guitar, and recorder for the classroom, library, and

home sing-alongs.

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take 

interactions to promote 

language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy 

books when you enjoy them.

World

Hands

Everybody

Manos (Hands in Spanish)

Wind

Seas

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading           
foundational skills:

Are the children having fun?  How

can you tell?

Have you ever held a small animal in

your hand?  Tell me about it. 

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate We've Got the Whole World in Our Hands
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

When children are required to transition or wait, play the song and sing along!

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Make an imprint of children's hands. 

Write the child's name below in print.

Allow children to dip their fingers in paint and write over their              

written names.

As children develop, they can write their names without the printed version.

Younger preschool children begin to recognize their names and attempt to 

write their names. Others may not easily identify names.

Older preschool children demonstrate increased control and dexterity. 

Others may more easily identify children's writing. 

We've got the whole world in our hands!

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Art

Provide ice cube trays and small items. Add tongs, tweezers, and eye droppers in science areas. 

Encourage children to sort the small things in the ice cube trays using the small tools offered. 

Younger preschool children use hands with increasing control and precision. Children experiment with fitting the small 

objects in the ice cube trays with the small tools. 

Older preschool children use tools with increasing control and precision. Children demonstrate eye-hand coordination. 

Fine motor activities strengthen small muscles needed to grasp and control a pencil to write.

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Science

Scan QR code for a video of We Got

the Whole World in Our Hands

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


