
Promoting Language and Early Literacy 

Zebra

Moose

Mouse

Umbrella

Kangaroo

Impatient

Suggested questions to ask the children during your
read-aloud:

Setting the Stage for Your Read Aloud

Early Literacy 
Activities for Educators

Remember to set up your environment for 

your read-aloud. 

The focus of the initial read-aloud is for 

children to enjoy a good story.

For Preschool Ages

Z is for Moose
Written by Kelly Bingham    Illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky

Scan QR code for a video of Z is for

Moose being read aloud

Emphasize the following words or phrases by pointing
to the word, acting out the word, and telling the
children more about the word.

With prompting and support, younger 

preschool children show interest in 

books and what they contain. Children 

make comments and ask questions 

during read-aloud. 

37-48 months:

With prompting and support, older preschool 

children identify the main topic and 

demonstrate the ability to retell details from 

the story.  Children identify the characters and 

events of the story. 

4-5 years:

How was Moose feeling at the

beginning of the story?

 Why did Zebra replace Moose with a

mouse?

What did Moose do when he found

out the mouse replaced him?

What could Zebra have done to

solve the problem with Moose?

Z is for Zebra. Zebra is confident he’ll be able to direct everyone to appear

on the correct page, at the appropriate time, without any mishaps,

unnecessary drama, or hurt feelings. It’s the ABCs, for goodness’ sake. How

difficult can it be? Oh, dear. Zebra forgot about Moose.

If you would like more information on how to use this book in other ways, 

please reach out to your CCR&R Quality Coach for more assistance! www.tnccrr.org

Use give and take interactions to 

promote language development.

Have fun! Children enjoy books 

when you enjoy them.

While children are answering questions, notice the following reading foundational
skills:

http://www.tnccrr.org/


Incorporate Z is for Moose
into other parts of your day!

Literacy Around The Room

Play Sesame Street: Usher’s ABC Song and sing along as children transition

throughout the day. 

Transition

Did your children enjoy this 
interactive read? Other books to check out! 

This project is funded through a grant with the TN Department of Human Services and Signal Centers Inc.

Provide children with various art materials, including tools, textures, and colors,

to create their own ABC book. Materials can include magazines, newspapers, or

drawn pictures. 

With support and supervision, the children cut out the images and glue them in a

book. 

Children could decide if M is for Moose! 

After creating the books, ask for volunteers to take turns showing the class the

book they created. 

Younger preschool children scribble, paint, and use other art materials.  

Older preschool children experiment with using various materials with intent and

purpose. Children may present artwork they created and respond to artwork

created by others. 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Creative Arts

Younger preschool children demonstrate developing coordination by moving arms and legs.  

Older preschool children demonstrate body strength, balance, flexibility, and stamina.

ABC Kick Box by Dr. Jean 

Get children moving while children practice the sounds of the alphabet. Physical movement improves cognitive function. 

Providing modeling, guidance, and support, notice the following:

Music and Movement

Scan QR code for a video of Sesame 

Street: Usher's ABC Song

Scan QR code for a video of ABC 

Kick Box by Dr. Jean

"When a teacher reads
aloud, it is a bonding
between the teacher,
the children, the books,
and the act of reading."

-Lester L. Laminack


